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Pharmacy Research Resources

These resources are for all pharmacy professionals interested in finding out more about research and
audit and quality improvement.

Definitions

Audit

designed to find out whether the
quality of a service meets a
defined standard

Research

designed and conducted to
generate new knowledge

Quality Improvement

continuous actions to improve
outcomes for service users and to
develop the workforce that
supports using systematic
methods (NHSE - Quality
Improvement Framework)

Service evaluation

designed to answer the question
“What standard does this service
achieve?”

Reference: Research, service evaluation or audit?
Is my project research, audit or quality improvement?

Is my study research?

A Guide for Clinical Audit, Research and Service Review
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https://sites.google.com/nihr.ac.uk/nwresearchinnovation/home
https://hra-decisiontools.org.uk/research/
https://www.hqip.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/hqip-guide-for-clinical-audit-research-and-service-review.pdf
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Training and Development Resources

Research

eLearning for
Healthcare (eLfH)

National e-learning platform offering modules relevant to research, audit, &
Ql.

Introductory module covering essential concepts for research and clinical
audit. Research and Audit Core Knowledge

The NIHR Pharmacy
Incubator

A hub supporting pharmacy professionals to develop research skills and
lead research projects.
Includes mentoring, resources, and structured support.

CPPE

Training programmes for pharmacists, pharmacy technicians and trainees
focusing on developing research and writing skills.

Research Quiz — A self-assessment quiz to test research knowledge.

CPPE Programmes and assessments Research quiz

Helps develop skills in structuring academic work and reflective practice.
Academic Writing and Reflective Practice - online workshop

NIHR Learn

Free e-learning aimed at pharmacists and pharmacy technicians who are
new to research.

Covers research awareness, processes, and opportunities.

Note: Open access will require sign up with an NHS email address

NIHR Portfolio of
Funded Studies

Use this site to search for and analyse information on NIHR supported
activity in health and care research, including expenditure and research
findings.

Pharmacy Research

Provides access to experienced research mentors who support skill

UK (PRUK) - development and project progression.
Mentoring Scheme You can access the mentee request pages here
NIHR RSS Hub Offers researchers a wide range of research support, including:

e Online orin-person meetings with RSS advisor(s)

e Written feedback from RSS advisors on the development of researchers'
plans/proposals

o Review of near final draft funding applications by RSS advisors

o Review of near final draft funding applications by external experts (not
RSS staff)

o Review of near final draft funding applications at a formal panel meeting
(RSS advisors and/or other experts)

e Support for literature reviewing

e Practice interviews for fellowships and other personal awards

o Review of plain English summaries (only) by public contributors
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https://portal.e-lfh.org.uk/Catalogue/Index?HierarchyId=0_40_520&programmeId=40
https://pharmacyresearchuk.org/the-pharmacy-incubator/
https://pharmacyresearchuk.org/the-pharmacy-incubator/
https://www.cppe.ac.uk/programmes/l/research-e-01
https://www.cppe.ac.uk/programmes/l?t=prescribe-EW-03&evid=
https://www.rpharms.com/development/research-and-evaluation/nihr-e-learning
https://fundingawards.nihr.ac.uk/
https://fundingawards.nihr.ac.uk/
https://pharmacyresearchuk.org/for-researchers/for-mentees/
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Small awards to support public involvement in research development
Access to RSS-produced research guidance or resources

Career development

National research career development awards programme

programmes Regional opportunity for individual developments: YH INSIGHTs
HCP Internships (will open in spring 2026)
RPS Research and Evaluation Guides to help critically evaluate evidence,

Research/Evaluation
Guides

develop your own research study, source funding and disseminate
findings.

Note: some access restricted to RPS members only

NHS Learning Hub

NHS England has launched two new, free e-learning modules designed
to develop a research culture across the entire health service. These self-
paced modules, What is Health Research?, are tailored for staff who are
not currently research active but wish to enhance their knowledge and
understanding of research in the NHS. Available modules: Awareness
and foundation and Supporting research participants

Community of
Research Practice
(CoRP)

A Community of Research Practice (CoRP) is being established across
Yorkshire and Humber to support individuals to collaborate, provide peer
support, sign post to mentors/ buddies and raise awareness of the
different opportunities. If you or any pharmacy colleagues are interested
in being part of this, please email yhinternships@nihr.ac.uk to register
your interest.

Audit & Quality Improvement

eLearning for
Healthcare (eLfH)

Explores how QI methodology can be applied to environmentally sustainable
healthcare practice. Environmental Sustainability in QI

A deeper dive into QI processes, tools and techniques. Quality Improvement
Methodology

eLearning for
Healthcare (eLfH)

National e-learning platform offering modules relevant to research, audit, &

Ql.
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https://www.nihr.ac.uk/support-and-services/research-support-service/rss-hub-york
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/career-development/nihr-academy
https://yh.insight.leeds.ac.uk/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fleedsbrc.nihr.ac.uk%2Fyorkshire-humber-community-of-research-practice-internship%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chazel.jamieson2%40nhs.net%7Cba50c76d5de84ece2f2708de7b5e1ad8%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639083841265163363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KDPxwrO%2FB4RjQ9rIqOegJ1GKB5NT3r5HWGZ%2F9e5OA%2BU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.rpharms.com/resources/pharmacy-guides/research-and-evaluation-guide
https://www.rpharms.com/resources/pharmacy-guides/research-and-evaluation-guide
https://www.rpharms.com/resources/pharmacy-guides/research-and-evaluation-guide
https://learninghub.nhs.uk/catalogue/healthresearch/browse#catalogue-details
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarycarebulletin.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-ghdlkhy-juxdhuyiu-ji%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjennifer.cox1%40nhs.net%7C4aafa95b08d146ba094408de8a5265ea%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639100283673941279%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JvIk3FwweyKnDSHETayxzonpJBZJnZHQOMK5ZSlz2Ds%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.e-lfh.org.uk/Catalogue/Index?HierarchyId=0_52899_55933&programmeId=52899
https://portal.e-lfh.org.uk/Catalogue/Index?HierarchyId=0_51632_52452_52617&programmeId=51632
https://portal.e-lfh.org.uk/Catalogue/Index?HierarchyId=0_51632_52452_52617&programmeId=51632
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Introductory module covering essential concepts for research and clinical
audit. Research and Audit Core Knowledge

CPPE QI: An Introduction for Pharmacy Professionals

Overview of QI principles and how to apply them in practice.
Quality Improvement (Ql): an introduction for pharmacy professionals

Critical Appraisal

e-LfH Critically Appraising the
Evidence Base

Designed to enable the healthcare workforce (clinical and non-
clinical) to build confidence in the critical appraisal process when
applying and evaluating research.

Faculty of Public Health -
Finding and Appraising
Evidence

Six modules take you through the process of how to find the
evidence and then how to assess the validity and reliability of the
published research to provide effective and efficient healthcare.

Critical Appraisal Online
Course

An exclusive multimedia resource for healthcare professionals
who want to improve their critical appraisal knowledge and skills.
This popular course teaches critical appraisal from first principles,
assuming no prior knowledge.

CASP Introduction to Critical
Appraisal

Online 30-minute course with a small fee giving you an
introduction to critical appraisal. The course covers Challenges
using evidence to change practice, 5 steps of evidence-based
practice, developing critical appraisal skills, Integrating and acting
on the evidence and The Critical Appraisal Skills Programme
(CASP).

Credentialing

RPS Credentialing

Post-registration standards for pharmacists. Supportin career
progression and research skill development

Post-registration Foundation information
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https://portal.e-lfh.org.uk/Catalogue/Index?HierarchyId=0_40_520&programmeId=40
https://www.cppe.ac.uk/programmes/l/quality-e-01
https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/critically-appraising-the-evidence-base/
https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/critically-appraising-the-evidence-base/
https://www.healthknowledge.org.uk/interactive-learning/finding-and-appraising-the-evidence
https://www.criticalappraisal.com/online-course
https://www.criticalappraisal.com/online-course
https://casp-uk.net/training-courses/introduction-to-critical-appraisal/
https://casp-uk.net/training-courses/introduction-to-critical-appraisal/
https://www.rpharms.com/development/credentialing/post-registration-foundation/post-registration-foundation-curriculum
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Advanced Pharmacist information
Consultant Pharmacist information

Note: some access restricted to pharmacists in patient focused
roles or those who are RPS members

Developed: March 2026 V1

Developed by: Hazel Jamieson & Jennifer Cox



https://www.rpharms.com/development/credentialing/core-advanced-pharmacist-curriculum
https://www.rpharms.com/development/credentialing/consultant/consultant-pharmacist-credentialing

